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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 22560 

FOR NEA/EGY 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, EG 

SUBJ: THERMAL ENERGY PROJECT 

REE: (A) STATE 297409, (B) ALEXANDRIA 1308 

1. MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY UNDER SECRETARY MAHER ABAZA 
HAS INFORMED US THAT HE KNOWS OF NO SUCH OCEAN THERMAL 
ENERGY PROJECT OR KASSEM HASSAN MENTIONED REFTEL. CONGEN 
ALEXANDRIA HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FIND ANY EVIDENCE OF HASSAN 
IMPORT-EXPORT OFEICE. USAID CAIRO, WHICH HAS CLOSE 
CONTACTS WITH MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND IS HEAVILY 
INVOLVED IN ELECTRIC POWER PROJECTS ITSELF, LIKEWISE HAS 
NEVER HEARD OE PROJECT OR HASSAN. 

2. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY IS 
MOST EFFECTIVE OF EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT ENTITIES. ABAZA'S 
COMPLETE LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OE PROJECT LEADS US TO CONCLU- 
SION MATHEWS' INSTICTS RE HASSAN’S BONA FIDES ARE 
CORRECT. EILTS 
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